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death, marks of fingers might be found on the throat,, and a
suspicion of murder be thus raised. Dr. Chevers mentions
the case of a man subject to epileptic fits, who died in
a brothel, and upon whose neck were found marks of fingers.
The prostitute he had beea with was convicted of murder by
the sessions judge, but was released l)j the High Court on
the doubt that the death had been from epilepsy, and that
deceased had clutched his own throat. An almost exactly
similar case was tried before me at Cuddapali, towards the
close of 1883. Deceased had been carrying on an intrigue
with two females belonging to a wealthy ryot's family, all
the male members of which lived together in one enclosure.
One of the women, with whom he had an intrigue, together
with her mother, slept together in a separate hut. Ono
night, two of the male members, who were sleeping together,
were aroused by the mother. They went with her, and
immediately came back carrying deceased's body, which
they placed in another hut and called the village autho-
rities. On examination, marks of fingers were found on
the neck. Thero were no other injuries, but a quantity
of foeces had been expelled. Tho medical opinion was,
that death had been caused by strangulation. The two
men, who were seen carrying the body, were accused of
the murder. The woman's story was, that she was awoke
at night by a noise, and saw the deceased sitting on
the ground near the wall of the hut. He was making a
gurgling noise, and the mother then went to fetch the two
sons, who, on coming, found the deceased to be dead. On
the ground near where the deceased was said to have been
sitting, some expelled fasces were found. There was no
evidence to show that the deceased had been formerly
liable to epileptic fits. For the prosecution it was urged,
that the other woman, with whom deceased had had an
intrigue, had told her brothers of this assignation, that they
had surprised deceased with their sister, and had strangled
him. Although the expulsion of faeces is by no means
an uncommon symptom of death by hanging and strangula-
tion, it is by no moans confined to such cases^ but is also